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Advocacy mission in Geneva 
 

Every year, the Euro-Mediterranean Federation Against Enforced Disappearances 

(FEMED) – along with invited representatives of its member associations – goes to the 

United Nations headquarters in Geneva to carry out an advocacy mission on enforced 

disappearances in the Euro-Mediterranean region. It is an opportunity to meet with 

representatives of States who have not ratified the Convention yet, and to raise awareness 

on the need to ratify the Convention, especially for European States, considering that non-

democratic States will not easily ratify the Convention as long as democratic States have 

not ratified it. Within this framework, the FEMED delegation also meets with 

representatives of States who have ratified the Convention, such as for instance France, who 

is part of the Friends of the Convention Group and an active state in the promotion of the 

Convention. In these meetings, discussions focus on promoting the need for a wider 

ratification of the Convention.  

 

While in Geneva, the FEMED delegation meets with members of the secretariat of United 

Nations, the respective Working Groups and Special Rapporteurs, sometimes accompanied 

by relatives of victims of enforced disappearances. During these meetings, delegation 

members discuss with their interlocsutors on the numerous cases of enforced 

disappearances and human rights violations in the Euro-Mediterranean region. Last year, 

during the last mission, the FEMED delegation highlighted the situation in Egypt, Syria, 
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and Libya, where enforced disappearances and arbitrary detentions have increased 

substantially. 

 

Advocacy work in Paris 

 

Every year since the Convention was first ratified, the FEMED observes the International 

day for the Victims of Enforced Disappearances and for two days, events are organised in 

Paris aimed at raising awareness on enforced disappearances and the need to ratify the 

Convention. FEMED’s members associations throughout the Mediterranean region also 

participate in this campaign by organising similar activities in their respective countries 

(press releases, conferences, holding vigils…). 

  

For the last two years, the FEMED has also been collaborating with associations of families 

of victims of enforced disappearances based in Paris, including “Collectif des Familles de 

disparus en Algérie”, “Terre et Liberté pour Arauco-Wallmapu”, “Forum Marocain pour 

la vérité et la justice (France)”, “ODH Gabon”, “Association Dónde Están – Où sont-ils 

(Uruguay)”, “Association des parents et amis de disparus au Maroc”, “Collectif pour les 

droits de l’Homme au Chili”, “Collectif Paris Ayotzinapa”, “AFASPA”, and “Association 

des familles de disparus au Pérou”. Together, the associations created a Collective of 

Associations Against Enforced Disappearances to combine their efforts, raise awareness on 

the crimes committed and fight against their impunity. 

 

Activities in 2020 

 

In 2020, the FEMED had planned to organise a special campaign on the occasion of 10th 

anniversary of the Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 

Disappearances’ entry into force, but due to the Covid-19 pandemic, plans had to be 

readjusted. However, despite sanitary restrictions in place, the FEMED was able to carry 

out several actions as part of this campaign.  

 

Two major events (despite the context of the global health crisis) were organized: a 

conference on Justice and the Fight against Impunity and a public gathering at Place de la 

République, on the occasion of the International Day for the Victims of Enforced 

Disappearances, August 30, 2020. 

   

At the same time, an op-ed / tribune was published in the French newspaper Libération.  

This op-ed was signed by more than 46 representatives of associations. It underlined the 

importance of the Convention in the fight against enforced disappearances and called on all 

states to ratify the Convention. 

 

The Conference on Justice and the Fight against Impunity 
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FEMED organised an online conference titled "Justice and the Fight against 

Impunity". The panel of speakers was composed of Public Law Professors Emmanuel 

Decaux and Olivier de Frouville, both of whom addressed issues related to the right to 

truth and justice and the provisions of the Convention which refers to the obligations of 

States in relation to the crime of enforced disappearance. Their interventions also 

focused on the involvement of the UN Working Group and the importance of ratifying 

the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 

Disappearance. Cécile Coudriou, President of Amnesty International France, also took 

the floor to talk about Amnesty International's missions. She explained that these 

missions included the deployment of means to fight against torture, cruel and inhuman 

treatment, and enforced disappearances. 

 

In addition, many representatives of the civil society from Latin American, African, and 

Mediterranean countries had the opportunity to present the situation of enforced 

disappearances in their respective countries.   

 

Initially planned as an in-person event, the conference was finally held online and was 

a great success, with close to 5,260 people attending the event live.   

 

The public gathering at the Place de la République in Paris  

 

The day after the Conference, a gathering was held in Paris, Place de la République. Each 

year, this event aims to enlighten public opinion by raising awareness on the state of 

enforced disappearances around the world. It is also a matter of questioning national, 

European, and International Authorities on the commitments that States must respect and 

take to shed light on the fate of victims of enforced disappearances and thus ratify the 

Convention. A big banner with the writing “Ratify the Convention” was set up.  

 

The gathering also included an exhibition with portraits of numerous missing persons, to 

drive home the reality of enforced disappearances as an ongoing issue. Many people, as 

well as all members of the Collective against Enforced Disappearances, gave testimonies 

and statements. 

 

Advocacy meetings with embassies   
 

As part of this campaign and following its aim to promote the ratification of the 

International Convention, the FEMED – along with the Collective against Enforced 

Disappearances – have contacted embassies based in Paris, sending a letter explaining the 

necessity to ratify the Convention. The collective offered to meet the various diplomatic 

missions to explain the situation of enforced disappearances, inform them of the collective’s 

work and activities, and the objectives of the meetings and raise awareness about the 

necessity to ratify the Convention. 

 

mailto:secretariat.femed@disparitions-euromed.org
http://www.disparitions-euromed.org/


 

 

 
Fédération Euro-méditerranéenne contre les disparitions forcées (FEMED)  

Euro-Mediterranean Federation Against Enforced Disappearances (FEMED) 

77 bis rue Robespierre, 93100, Montreuil, France 
Email: secretariat.femed@disparitions-euromed.org 

Web: www.disparitions-euromed.org 

 

The collective chose embassies of States that have signed but not ratified the Convention, 

such as Denmark, Sweden, Ireland, Finland, and Poland. Also, the embassy of the United 

Kingdom was contacted. Though, the UK has not signed or ratified the convention, it was 

contacted, because its authorities expressed willingness to ratify the Convention. 

The collective stressed to them that European countries – considered to be democratic 

countries – should ratify the Convention so that they themselves can call on those states that 

have practised or still practise enforced disappearance to stop this practice, to hold 

perpetrators accountable, and to ratify the Convention so that this crime is not repeated. 

 

So far, two meetings are to take place with the embassies of Poland and Sweden. Both 

representatives expressed interest in the activities of the collective of associations.  

 

Conference for the 10th anniversary of the International Convention for the 

Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance  

 

On December 12, 2020, on the 10th anniversary of the entry into force of the International 

Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the FEMED, 

together with the collective of associations of families of the disappeared, organised an 

online conference. The title of the conference was “The International Convention for the 

Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance: What are the Results 10 Years 

Later?”. The aim of the conference was to review the campaigns that have been carried out 

in the last ten years to promote and achieve universal ratification of the Convention, and to 

compare successful practices. 

 

Adriana Schnyder (PhD student associated with the Swiss National Science Foundation 

research project "Right to Truth, Truth(s) through Rights: Mass Crimes Impunity and 

Transitional Justice") introduced the conference and presented the speakers who were: 

 

- Mohammed Ayat, President of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances,  

- François Rivasseau, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of France to the United 

Nations in Geneva,  

- Federico Villegas, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United 

Nations in Geneva (who eventually was not present),  

- Francis Perrin, Vice-President of Amnesty International France, and 

- Wadih Al-Asmar, President of EuroMed Rights and the Lebanese Centre for Human 

Rights.  

 

The conference was broadcast live on Facebook and followed by many people.   

 

Furthermore, FEMED has organised an international conference in Morocco on the 

Convention. We called upon international experts. More than a hundred people assisted to 

this meeting including representatives of the civil societies, officials, members of 

Parliaments and representatives of foreign embassies. 
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Also, FEMED regularly posts on its social networks to raise awareness on the International 

Convention. They try to explain its legal provisions, what are the obligations of the States, 

and what Human rights are involved.  

 

The FEMED also invites all its member associations to do the same, whether it be for 30 

August, the International Day of the Disappeared, or for other key dates referring to forced 

disappearance in the world.  

 

The CFDA, a founding member of the FEMED, also organised an online conference on 22 

December entitled "For the universal ratification of the Convention" with many speakers 

including Olivier de Frouville, Vice-President of the United Nations Committee on 

Enforced Disappearances, Pierre Audin, son of Josette and Maurice Audin, Emmanuel 

Decaux, former President of the United Nations Committee on Enforced Disappearances.   
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